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MAY MEETING  

DATE & LOCATION CHANGE!!! 

 

Our May meeting will be held on: 

Sunday May 29, 2011 
 

We will Meet at the    

J. A. Dulude Arena 
941 Clyde Ave. 

Ottawa 
 

The easiest way to get there is to take Carling Avenue to 
Clyde and turn south towards the Quarry.  It is on your left, 

just a squeak past Woodward Drive. 
 

See a map, detail directions and pictures on a special 
attachment to this newsletter 

MARCH MEETING….. 

TWO GREAT PRESENTATIONS! 

The second  meeting of the year for Ottawa 
Valley Chapter 111 was held on Sunday March 27, 
2011.  Over 40 members attended.   
 

The program for the meeting included two excellent 
presentations.   
 

Paul Williams’ Electric Clock 
Paul Williams described his project to build an elec-
tric clock.  He was inspired by a Synchronome clock 
that he had found at the Chats Falls Hydro Station. 
That clock was used at one time to ensure the station 
was generating AC power at 25 Hz.  Paul decided to 
create his clock based on the Post Office Master 
Clock type 36, which was similar to the Syn-
chronome.   
 

With a hodgepodge of parts including an old Northern Electric Telephone set, a dial and quartz 
movement from Lee Valley tools (Paul only used the electro-mechanical parts, not the quartz elec-
tronics), a suspension spring made from a clock spring, copper tubing, lead shot, and sundry other 
odds and ends, Paul created his masterpiece.  It didn’t work well at first, but after experimentation 
and the application of some ingenuity (including three versions of the Hipp Toggle) the clock ran with 
a gain of merely 3 to 5 seconds a day.   The case design was based on a GPO type 36 master 
clock.  Paul detailed all the steps in the construction, including the problems he had to overcome.  
His presentation featured numerous pictures to help demonstrate the progress and the issues en-
countered.  He thanked the many individuals who helped him in the project, including club members 
Wally Clemens and Jordan Renaud. 
 

J.P. Tourigny and Paul Williams made excellent 
presentations at the March meeting 
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Officers & Contacts 

 

President & Librarian:  
 Wally Clemens    wallysc@rogers.com 
 (613)  832-3085 
 

Vice President:  
 Georges Royer    groyer@rogers.com 
 

Treasurer and Show & Display Coordinator:  
 Grant Perry     grant@ottawatimecompany.com  
 

Secretary &  Bytown Times Editor:  
 Gary Fox         chapter111.gary@yahoo.ca 
 

Program & Social Committee:  
 Sharon Boyer   smboyer@bell.net 
 Erin Fox           erinfoxnawcc111@gmail.com  
 

Education & Workshop Chairman:  
 Dan Hudon      danhudon@sympatico.ca 
 

Member at Large: 
 Ray Springer   celineandray@bell.net 
 

Membership Chair:  
 Veronica West 
 

Auditor:  
 Jean Paul Tourigny 
 

Immediate Past President:  
 Maynard Dokken 

The Trois-Rivières Horologiocal School 
J. P. Tourigny gave a presentation about the National School of Horology in Trois-Rivières Quebec, the only 
school for watchmakers' remaining in Canada.  The school was created in 1946, one of three funded by the 
Canadian Government to retrain veterans returning from the second World War.  The other two were located 
in Montreal and Toronto.  In 1950, responsibility for the schools was turned over to the provinces in which 
they operated.  Quebec opened a third school in Quebec City.  However, by 1988, after the introduction of 
electric and quartz watches, the Quebec government amalgamated the three schools into the one located in 
Trois-Rivières   
 

J.P. walked us through the facility with pictures, explaining the program and the  various workshops.  The 
program has two levels— Level one taking 1800 hours and Level 2 a further 600 hours.  In Level 1, the stu-
dent learns clock and watch repair as well as the custom manufacture of parts for the restoration of antiques.  
Level 2 covers the more complex servicing of chronographs, repeaters and grandfather clocks.  He noted that 
the course is largely given in French, but that the instructors are all bilingual and much of the training is one-
on-one.  J.P.'s talk was followed by many questions from chapter members who were curious about tuition, 
relations with Swiss watch manufacturers, and much more.  
 

Show and Tell 
For Show and Tell, Allan Symons brought in a late 1950s era electric wall clock designed and made in To-
ronto by the Snider Clock Mfg Company Limited.  The clock has a 7” metal dial and is 20” wide.  In a lively 
vote by members in attendance, the clock was described as "ugly".  Allan's Canadian Clock Museum has so 
many Snider clocks in its collection that he is running out of space!  
 

Jim Anderson brought in a curious alarm clock which he found while vacationing in Florida.  All the markings 
on the case back were in French.  The metal brass-looking case featured clover leaves on the dial side.  

John Blakey 

John Blakey, a long time member of the Chapter, passed away  
on April 29, 2011.  John served many years as Chapter Treasurer 
and Membership Chair.  He was Chief Engineer in the British Mer-
chant Marine during WW II.  A skilled machinist, he had a well-
equipped shop in the basement of his home on Prince of Wales 
Drive where he made or repaired many a missing or damaged 
clock part.   
 

John was a gentleman in the truest sense and was always ready 
to advise and help members.  When he moved into an apartment 
a year ago, he generously donated some of his cache of tools to 
Dan Hudon for use in his courses. 
 

Ben Roberts remembered that John had a subtle sense of hu-
mour—Geordie humour as Ben described it.  Charlie Beddoe re-
called that John quit his role as Treasurer and Membership Chair 
in order to devote his time to his ailing wife.  Our deepest sympa-
thy is extended to his family. 

About Chapter 111 

The Ottawa Valley Chapter 111, NAWCC, is a club for collectors, 
restorers and researchers interested in antique clocks and 
watches. Check our website for meeting dates and location. 
www.ottawaclocksandwatches.com 

MARCH MEETING (CONT’D) 
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PHOTOS FROM THE MARCH MEETING 

Paul Williams’ Electric Clock in the raw, and the cased final product 

The Watchmakers School in Trois-Rivières, Quebec.  Note Maynard’s favourite room on the right! LOVE those Westclox! 

Watch straps are made from many different leathers.  Most common is calf leather, but straps are also made 
from buffalo, crocodile, alligator and ostrich hides.  Only FOUR straps can be made from the skin of ONE alli-
gator. The soft belly skin is used and the remainder—the scaly part—must be discarded.                                                                    

           Watch Time, Feb 2008 
Wayne Gretzky will be the star of Breitling Watch Company’s North American advertising campaign for their 

new Chronomat 01 watch.       International Watch April 2011 

DID YOU KNOW? 

A student at the bench in the Trois-Rivières 
School for Watchmakers 
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Allan Symons shows his “Ugly” 
Snider clock—now at the Canadian 
Clock Museum 

Friendly faces from among the over 40 attendees.  Frank and Peter may just be 
waiting for George to cut and serve the cake 

Jim Anderson’s interesting French 
Alarm clock found in Florida 

A “Berlin” era Pequegnat Pantheon 
clock for sale at the March meeting.  

Ray Springer and John Ruhland in “conversation interuptus”.   Newsletter Pho-
togs—aka the paparazzi — Ben Roberts and Charlie Beddoe in deep discus-
sion (possibly about the paltry sums paid by the editor for their fine work???) 

Computer Geeks, Wally Clemens and 
Erin Fox “working the brain” 

DAN’S  

SUGGESTED 

READING 

Horological Times March 2011 - Buyer beware.  Apparently some American supply 
houses are selling unpolished Brocot Escapement pallet jewels.  The names of 
these supply houses are not provided in the article.  Purchasers should specifically 
request polished jewels when ordering Brocot escapement jewels.  

Also, there is a good article on building a different style steady rest for a lathe.  

 



 

 

PHOTOS FROM THE MARCH MEETING 

 Page 5 Volume 31 No.3   May 29, 2011 

 Busy Bee Tools: 1400 Agnes Drive, Ottawa, 613-526-4696, 

www.busybeetools.com    
 

 Darlor Restorations:  P.O. Box 1347, Hudson, QC J0P 1H0 

www.darlor-watch.com    [Over 150,000 parts for Waltham, 
Elgin, Illinois, Hamilton, etc.  Also factory sealed Wrist Watch 
Parts, 1920 to 1970] 

 

 Dowd Supply Co: 36 Rosemount Ave., Ottawa, 613-236-

9493, www.dowdsupply.com  [Jeweler’s Tools, and Equipment 
(Grobet USA)] 

 

 Dynamic Hobbies: 21 Concourse Gate, Unit 6, Ottawa, 613-

225-9634, www.dynamichobbies.com   [small brass rods and 
small diameter piano wire] 

 

 Fastenal: 6 Bexley Place, Unit 102, Ottawa, 613-288-1470, 

www.fastenal.com   [Some Metal] 
 

 Lee Valley Tools: 900 Morrison Drive, Ottawa, 613-596-9202, 

www.leevalley.com   [Tools and round Brass Stock] 
 

 Legere Industrial Supplies Ltd.: 1120 Morrison Drive,  

 Ottawa, 613-829-8010, www.legereindustrial.com   [Machine 
mechanical supplies] 

 

 Metal Supermarkets: 2900 Old Sheffield Rd., Unit 1,  Ottawa, 

613-747-7511, www.metalsupermarkets.com    [All metal, 
sheets, rod plates, in small amounts] 

 

 Ottawa Fastener Supply Ltd.: 175 Robertson Road, Bells 

Corners, 613-828-4117, www.ottawafastenersupply.com                                         
[All metric and standard fasteners, Tools] 

LIST OF LOCAL SUPPLY SHOPS 

Congratulations to Allan Symons who was  featured, 
along with his Canadian Clock Museum, in the April 10, 
2011 issue of the Ottawa Citizen 

President Wally Clemens warms up the crowd. 

Welcome! 

Welcome to new member Ralph 
Hopper, who joined us at the March 
meeting.  Why not introduce yourself 
to Ralph at the next meeting. 
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The Toronto Invitational was held on May 1, 2011.  
There were 40 tables filled with clocks, watches, 
tools, parts, books and much more.  There was some-
thing for everyone including three clocks in need of 
TLC from the Canada Clock Company and the Hamil-
ton Clock Company.  Prices were VERY reasonable.  
Bryan Hollebone and I were the only Ottawa Chapter 
members to attend.  Next year, try to get there.  This 
is a great show and very close to home. 
 

Thanks to Paul Williams, J. P. Tourigny, Allan Sy-
mons, Charlie Beddoe, Ben Roberts, Dan Hudon and  
Wally Clemens for their contributions to the Times! 
 

chapter111.gary@yahoo.ca                               Gary Fox 

EDITOR’S CORNER 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

There is always a lot going on between meetings!   
 I will be checking for a different “back-up” meeting 

locale, as the Dulude Arena may not be the best. 
 We will be restoring a turn-of-the-century Fire Sta-

tion Clock for the Ottawa Fire Department. An up-
date will be in a later issue of the Bytown Times.   

 I often receive requests to pass on e-mails to 
Chapter members.  I feel that passing along these 
messages keeps the club together between meet-
ings, so please keep them coming! 

 Two issues have come to our attention which will 
be dealt with at our upcoming meeting.  Please be 
there!    Wally Clemens 

ASHKAN IS RE-BUILDING 

In early March, Chapter member Ashkan Zandi suffered a demoralizing 
blow when his shop, Time Sharpening, was completely destroyed by a fire 
which started in the basement of a neighbouring business.  Ashkan lost 
everything—tools, parts, supplies, his stock of watches and his client 
watches.   
 

Wally Clemens and I met with Ashkan recently to find out how he is doing.  
While he was shocked by the extent of the devastation, he didn’t feel the 
total impact of his loss right away.  He had planned to travel home to Iran to 
attend his youngest brother’s wedding, and the trip helped take his mind off 
his problems.   But returning, he felt the loss more acutely as he realized 
that he had to start from scratch. 
 

Nevertheless, Ashkan was upbeat as he spoke of the support he has re-
ceived from the club and the community.  He has negotiated a lease on a 
new location in a small plaza at 347 St Laurent Blvd at the intersection with 
Hemlock.  He hopes to be back in business shortly.   His insurance will cover some, but not all, of his costs.  
He is particularly keen to find tools to replace those he had acquired over his years in the business.  If you 
have any tools you can contribute, let Ashkan or any member of the executive know. 
 

Ashkan thanked the chapter members for their support.  He was delighted by our card, and thanked the 
membership for the contribution made towards his business recovery. 

COSTAS “GUS” VARKARIS 

It is with great sadness that we note the passing of 
Costas “Gus” Varkaris on April 26, 2011.   Gus was 
the husband of Jane Varkaris, FNAWCC and past 
director of the Association.  Jane and Gus collabo-
rated on the “Pequegnat Story”, the most compre-
hensive history of the Pequegnat Clock Company.  
Jane has authored numerous other books on Cana-
dian clockmakers and their companies. 


